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and curved in its length. It \vill admit only the passage of a
fine catheter and is difficult to dilate mechanically. It increases
in calibre during cestrus. The mucous membrane presents
not only longitudinal but also transverse folds. These trans-
verse, or circular, folds are firm and are directed backwards.
Their free borders carry little projections, which become very
large and prominent in cervicitis. In the virgin heifer the
transverse folds are four in number, the most posterior form-
ing the border of the os uteri externum. The cervix projects
as a rounded knoblike projection into the vagina, in the centre
of which lies the outer opening of the cervical canal (os uteri).
In cows which have had several calves this posterior fold of
the cervical canal is obliterated, and the fold which lay in
front of it forms the border of the os uteri externum.
The wall of the uterus is thicker than in the mare. The
mucous membrane is raised into rounded smooth prom-
inences known as caruncles or uterine or maternal coty-
ledons. They are most numerous in the cornua, few and
small in the body, and vary from sixty to one hundred and
twenty. In heifers they are only about the size of beans,
but during gestation they increase up to the size of hens'
eggs. They vary in shape, are slightly convex on the surface
in the cow, but concave in the ewe and goat, and are pale in
colour save during gestation, when they become reddish-yellow
from the afflux of blood to them. To them the chorion or
placenta of the foetus is attached. They are disposed in longi-
tudinal series, four series near the body of the uterus, two at
the anterior extremity, and three in the middle of the cornu.
Each cotyledon is attached to the mucous membrane by a
narrow pedicle, and in removing the foetal placenta after
parturition care has to be taken not to tear them off.
The utricular glands are wider than in the mare, and have
lateral diverticula. In the cotyledonary parts the glands are
absent.
In the sheep and goat the uterus is similar to that of the
cow, save for the appearance of the cotyledons already
referred to.
In the pig the uterine cornua are long and tortuous, and
float among the intestines, which they resemble ; the body of
the uterus is very short. The numerous irregular longi-